OREGON COAST

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Course Edit Proposal

For delivery to the Oregon Coast Community College Instructional Leadership Team
(ILT).

Course information can be found in the online Oregon Coast Community College catalog, and the full

Course Content and Outcomes Guides (CCOGs) can be requested from the Department of Academics
and Workforce. Substantial changes may require submission of the New Course Proposal form.

Course to be changed:

Course Number: G & GS Course Title: All G and GS courses

All G and GS courses

Is this course currently a pre- or co-requisite for another course: Yes

If yes, list all relevant courses:

AAOT

What programs/certificates include this course, if any:

AAOT

Does this course require a special additional fee: Yes, labs fees

Does this course satisfy a General Education or Cultural Literacy requirement (list):
Gen Ed.

Requested Change:

[ Course number [] Course title

[] Credit Hours [] Contact Hours
[] Pre-Requisites [ Co-Requisites
L] Description [] outcomes

[] Assessment Strategies ] Grading Option
[] Gen Ed Requirement [] Fees

[ other



Detail your changes:

Creation-Science Evolution
Statement

Regarding the teachlng of basic SC|ent|f|c prlnC|pIes (such as geologlc time and the theory of
evolution),

standsby Oregon Coast Communlty CoIIege afﬁrms the foIIowmg statements about What is
constitutes science.

. Science is a fundamentally non-dogmatic and self-correcting investigatory process. A
scientific theory is neither a guess, dogma, nor myth. Instead, theories are explanations for
natural phenomena based on a preponderance of evidence. Fhe tTheories developed through
scientific investigation are not decided in advance, but can be and often are medified-and
revised through observation and experimentation.

. The theory of evolution meets the criteria of a scientific theory. In contrast, “Ccreation
science,” “intelligent design,” or similar designations are neither self-examining nor
investigatory. alse-known-as-seientific-ereationism; “Creation science” is not considered a
legitimate science, but a form of religious advocacy and pseudoscience. This position is

established by legal precedence (Webster v. New Lenox School District #122, 917 F.2d
1004).

CanlanmiilConaral Qrionecao inctriintare at Dartland Cammunitv Callana Mrannan MAact

What is the need and impact of these course changes:

All geology and general science courses have the same “creation science statement" as part of the
"addendum to course description” that clarifies the role of teaching evolution in geology and general
science courses. Currently, this addendum has references to Portland Community College. The science

department proposes changing the addendum so it refers to OCCC instead. We have also made some other
changes for clarity and conciseness.

This will have no impact on these courses.



Academic year and term course change intended to go into effect:

vear: 2020 ] Fal L1 winter [ spring (@] Summer
contact Emaii: MNAtthew.fisher@oregoncoastcc.org

Proposer/s Name/s:

Matthew Fisher

Department: Science

3/25/20

Date of Submission:

See curriculum webpage for process flowchart, deadlines calendar, and General
Education Philosophy Statement and definitions. Any additional questions can be sent
to officeofinstruction@oregoncoastcc.org.
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Regarding the teaching of basic scientific principles (such as geologic time and the theory of evolution), the Portland Community College Geology/General Science Subject Area Committee stands by Oregon Coast Community College affirms the following statements about what is constitutes science.
 
·         Science is a fundamentally non-dogmatic and self-correcting investigatory process. A scientific theory is neither a guess, dogma, nor myth. Instead, theories are explanations for natural phenomena based on a preponderance of evidence. The tTheories developed through scientific investigation are not decided in advance, but can be and often are modified and revised through observation and experimentation.
·         The theory of evolution meets the criteria of a scientific theory. In contrast, “Ccreation science,” “intelligent design,” or similar designations are neither self-examining nor investigatory. also known as scientific creationism, “Creation science” is not considered a legitimate science, but a form of religious advocacy and pseudoscience. This position is established by legal precedence (Webster v. New Lenox School District #122, 917 F.2d 1004).
·         Geology/General Science instructors at Portland Community College Oregon Coast Community College will teach the generally accepted basic geologic principles (such as geologic time and the theory of evolution) not as absolute truth, but as the most widely accepted explanation for our observations of the world around us. Instructors will not teach that “creation science” is anything other than pseudoscience.
·         Because "creation science", "scientific creationism", and "intelligent design", and similar designations are essentially religious doctrines that are at odds with open scientific inquiry, the Geology/General Sciences SAC at Portland Community College Oregon Coast Community College stands with such organizations such as the National Association of Geoscience Teachers, the American Geophysical Union, the Geological Society of America, and the American Geological Institute in excluding these doctrines from our science curriculum.
 
 
	need and impact: All geology and general science courses have the same “creation science statement" as part of the "addendum to course description” that clarifies the role of teaching evolution in geology and general science courses. Currently, this addendum has references to Portland Community College. The science department proposes changing the addendum so it refers to OCCC instead. We have also made some other changes for clarity and conciseness. 
 
This will have no impact on these courses. 
 


